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UK Arts International in association with Mary Cossette Productions
presents
David M. Lutken in
Woody Sez
The Life & Music of WOODY GUTHRIE
Devised by David M Lutken with Nick Corley and 
Darcie Deaville, Helen J Russell and Andy Teirstein
Directed by Nick Corley
Woody Sez celebrates the spirit of American folk legend Woody Guthrie, “America’s greatest ballad maker”, whose music continues to inspire today’s finest storytelling songwriters including Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen and Billy Bragg. 
Charismatic Broadway and recording artist David M. Lutken, who plays the title role, is joined by actor/musicians Ruth Clarke-Irons, William Wolfe Hogan and Helen Jean Russell to bring Guthrie’s music to life with twin fiddles, guitars, bass, harmonica, banjo, mandolin, dulcimer, dobro and beautiful folk harmonies.
Part music, part words, Woody Sez weaves together Guthrie’s songs with excerpts from articles he wrote for the leftist newspaper The People’s World to create a portrait of a true American hero, a man who would “always be there whenever working folks fight for their rights”. As author John Steinbeck wrote “There is nothing sweet about Woody, and there is nothing sweet about the songs he sings. But there is something more important for those willing to listen”. Woody “wrote and sang the songs of common folks, songs that lifted the spirits of people beaten down by the corporations and the banks”.
David M. Lutken has been making his living as a performer in music and theatre for 30 years. As a player of traditional American instruments, folk music comprises a very large part of his repertoire. Born and raised in Dallas, Texas, David received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Classical Studies from Duke University. He studied in London at the Royal School of Church Music, the Royal College of Music, and has a graduate degree in acting from the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Arts. He has appeared at Carnegie Hall, with the New York City Opera, the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra and in the UK and continental Europe. David began his professional connection with Woody Guthrie and Woody Guthrie Publications in 1988, which led to his creating various folk music/ American history lessons for school children and young adults. His Broadway credits include Inherit the Wind, starring Christopher Plummer, Ring of Fire: The Johnny Cash Musical, The Civil War and The Will Rogers Follies.
For press enquiries contact Anna Goodman at abstrakt@abstraktpublicity.co.uk 
or 0207 834 0440 / 07976 247 026
The tour schedule:
Wed 30th January – Sat 2nd February – Ashcroft Theatre, Fairfield Halls, Croydon – www.fairfield.co.uk
Mon 4th February – Buxton Opera House – www.buxtonoperahouse.org.uk
Tues 5th / Wed 6th – Sheffield Crucible – www.sheffieldtheatres.couk
Thurs 7th – Sat 9th Feb – The Lowry, Salford Keys – www.thelowry.com/musicals
Mon 11th – Wed 13th Feb – Harrogate Theatre – www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk
Thurs 14th – Sat 16th Feb – Theatre Royal, Wakefield – www.theatreroyalwakefield.co.uk
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